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BREAKING NEWS 
The Human Rights Council adopted a new resolution on the 

Human Right to Water and Sanitation (HRWS) 

The Human Rights Council adopted a new resolution, co-sponsored by Swit-

zerland, in September 2014 by consensus. Corresponding with this year’s 

report of the Special Rapporteur to the Human Rights Council, the new reso-

lution focuses among other on the topic of violations.   

The resolution contains progressive language on:  

- The need to identify failures to realize the right, including explicitly calls 

to address structural causes of failure and for effective remedies against 

violations of the right to water and sanitation. 

- The resolution encourages the use of the Special Rapporteur’s new 

handbook as a tool for the progressive realization of the rights to water 

and sanitation. 

- The resolution for the first time contains the entire definition of water and sanitation in human right 

terms, in applying the wording that was developed by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights and the Special Rapporteur. The definition has gained considerable support in recent sessions 

and is therefore an important indicator of how the understanding of the rights has advanced at the 

Human Rights Council. 

- It contains detailed information from the 2014 WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme Update, 

indicating that crucial aspects of water and sanitation service provision such as safety of water, afford-

ability of services, safe management of excreta and wastewater are often lacking and that inequalities 

in the realization of the right persist, even in cases where the current MDG indicators were met. 

- It contains a paragraph that explicitly links lack of adequate water and sanitation services with poor 

menstrual hygiene management and highlights the stigma often associated with menstruation. 
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Finally the resolution recognizes the importance of the right to water and sanitation for the post-2015 

development agenda; this is a positive step forward acknowledging that this right is both fundamental 

and beneficial for the future development framework. 

 

For additional information, please check The Human Rights Council Resolution HRC/RES/27/7, and The 

Special Rapporteur’s Handbook for realizing the HRWS.aspx; Visit WASH United website and check the 

document Overview of the September 2014 resolution.  

In case of questions: contact Nathalie Rizzotti 

 

 

Suizagua Andina: making the way for creating shared value in water 

The National Seminar “Water Footprint, A tool for territory sustainability: successful cases” took place in 

Santiago de Chile on 13
th

 November. The Presidential Delegate of Water Resources for Chile participated 

and emphasized the relevance of water resources for Chile. Suizagua Andina was presented as a model 

for Corporate Strategic Water Management. SDC’s partner companies, Polpaico and Clariant, sent senior 

executives who actively participated: Clariant´s CEO, Mr. Javier Canala informed delegates that, as part of 

their activities related to Suizagua Andina in Chile, they had reduced their water footprint by the equiva-

lent of 2,000 people’s monthly water consumption. Beyond optimizing the company´s water footprint, 

Clariant has voluntary shared their water footprint measurement results with companies using the same 

water sources and invited them to collaborate, share corporate water information and promote joint ac-

tions to increase water efficiency. Nestlé, as one of Clariant´s neighbours, is supporting these efforts. The 

Superintendence of Sanitary Services (SSIS), the Chilean Regulator of Sanitation Services, announced they 

will consider the inclusion of the Water Footprint Indicator in their reports. 

For further information, please contact Carla Toranzo 

 

 

 

HEADQUARTER ACTIVITIES 
 

A glance at the 7th peer-review & learning event of the 

GPWI’s Water Governance portfolio 

The “7
th

 Peer Review Meeting of the GPWI's Water Diplomacy and Water 

Economics Strategic Pillars” was held on 9-10 September. The objectives of 

such meetings are for the participants to (i) have a better understanding of 

the GPWI’s portfolio of projects within these two clusters, (ii) discuss strategic 

and program issues and (iii) create bridges for knowledge exchange and 

synergies. Outcomes: The peer review has successfully improved some parts 

of the programme, for example on communication, visualization and on operational and strategic interac-

tions and synergies. It is also perceived as a platform based on a well-grounded, influential constituency 

to foster evidence-based dialogue, build trust and promote sound decision making and as such is an im-

portant mechanism to help GPWI to deliver on its 2013 – 2017 Strategy.   

 

Link to the agenda, presentations and impressions: peer review meetings  

For further information please contact Johan Gely 

 

 

Feedback from the Water Team Days 2014 

The report of the Water Team Days (WTD) 2014 is now available. 64 participants 

from across SDC and partner organisations gathered in Bern on 23-24 June 2014 for 

the annual face-to-face meeting of the RésEAU. The agenda of the WTD included 

presentations of high-lights from the portfolio of SDC’s different domains, sharing 

experiences between participants and discussions on topics of common interest, 

http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/G14/170/41/PDF/G1417041.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/Handbook.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/WaterAndSanitation/SRWater/Pages/Handbook.aspx
http://www.wash-united.org/our-work/issues/human-rights/articles/our-work-issues-human-rights
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN26_Overview_Resolution_HRC_web.pdf
mailto:nathalie.rizzotti@eda.admin.ch
mailto:%20carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/SDC_s_water_projects/peer_review_meetings
mailto:johan.gely@eda.admin.ch


SDC WATER NEWS 
 

Page 3 

November 2014 
Issue N°26 

reports from the regional Sub-RésEAUs and discussions on what is needed to further improve RésEAU 

dynamics, and ended with an excursion to water infrastructure in Thun. 

The report and related documentation of this event can be accessed on the blog of the WTD 2014: 

http://sdcwaterblog.wordpress.com/ 

For further information please contact Manuel Thurnhofer 

 

 

Thrilling news from the Swiss Water Partnership: don’t 

miss it 

The Swiss Water Partnership (SWP) is getting prepared for the World 

Water Forum 2015 next April in Korea: SWP will host - together with 

SDC - a Swiss stand to showcase the Swiss expertise and knowledge. It 

is also submitting proposals for thematic sessions on technology de-

velopment.  

In addition, SWP is thrilled to share its new website: all Swiss and international water events and news of 

the SWP network can be found there. Don’t miss out. 

For further information please contact Marco Daniel  

 

 

Swiss Bluetec Bridge: a quality label in the making 

With the help of the Swiss Bluetec Bridge (SBB), the start-up Swiss Fresh Water has set 

up twenty telemetry-controlled water desalination installations in Senegal serving up to 

80,000 customers a day. According to its CEO, Renaud de Watteville, the fact that the 

support was a loan rather than an outright grant made the project more credible: "This 

may seem surprising, but it allowed us to convince the local authorities in Senegal that a 

profitable business model is needed." This is not the only benefit that the support from 

the SBB has brought. The fact that the project was judged by a highly qualified selection 

committee enabled the entrepreneur to attract more funding and to expand its activities: 

"It's like a viability buffer, giving us greater credibility in the eyes of the bankers. And so 

we have been successful in mobilising more funds, which will allow us to deliver fifty 

other machines by the end of this year!” 

For further information please contact SBB and/or have a look at SBB website 

 

 

Geneva Water Hub: two platforms officially launched  

On October 23
rd

 2014 two platforms of the 

Geneva Water Hub were launched: the Net-

working and the educational platforms. They 

aim at strengthening the dynamic between 

public and private partners, academia, re-

search institutes and the civil society. This Hub will build on the 

rich and diverse resources of the international institutions based 

in Geneva and federate the variety of water actors inside and 

outside of the UN. 

The Geneva Water Hub is part of an ambitious initiative to later 

create a Global High Level Panel on water security to i) carry out 

a meta-analysis, ii) issue recommendations for a global archi-

tecture for water, security and peace, and iii) propose related 

implementation mechanisms. 

For further information please contact François Münger 

 

 

http://sdcwaterblog.wordpress.com/
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/
mailto:marco.daniel@swisswaterpartnership.ch
mailto:manager@swissbluetecbridge.ch
http://www.swissbluetecbridge.ch/
mailto:francois.munger@eda.admin.ch
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Update on SDGs 

Since the release of the final report of the Open Working Group on SDGs in July 2014, which proposes 

among its 17 goals a dedicated SDG on Water, the debate on the future sustainable development agenda 

has come to a hold and the international community is awaiting the Secretary General’s Synthesis Report 

(expected by the end of November 2014) as well as the modalities for the further process ahead (to be 

announced in December 2014). For the time being the procedures for the intergovernmental negotiations 

are unknown and so is the status of the OWG proposal in the future SDG dynamic. Awareness and alert 

should be maintained by all stakeholders in order to not miss any opportunity in what has become a col-

lective and successful advocacy and policy influencing endeavour. 

 

For further information please contact Manuel Thurnhofer 

 

 

IN-COUNTRY ACTIVITIES 
 

Lessons learnt from the Kosovo water sector management reform 

Since 2000, Kosovo has experienced radical water sector reforms. It was intended to develop a new water 

management culture at the water utility level, leading to transparent water utility administration that is 

accountable to water users and ultimately in compliance with the integrated river basin management 

approach. Several lessons have been learned during this reform process: e.g. the fact that it is inherently 

political and requires the full commitment of its policy makers to correctly balance financial and political 

objectives, and that is critical to define the role of the owner and to reform the overall external environ-

ment. Switzerland, through SECO funding, has supported this reform process since 2009 mainly through 

the deployment of two local permanent advisors (B. Begolli and A. Lajçi) to the Inter-Ministerial Water 

Council of Kosovo (anchored at the Office of the Prime Minister). This council coordinates the water sector 

development, whilst establishing and enforcing a contemporary and conducive legal, policy, strategy and 

regulatory framework. For further information, please download the following articles Kosovo water sector 

management reforms & Use of regulatory tools for fostering transparency and efficiency in the water 

services sector and contact the Swiss Cooperation Office in Kosovo (christoph.lang@eda.admin.ch / ar-

diana.efendija-zhuri@eda.admin.ch) or the authors of the articles. 

 

 

SDC’s activities in the Andean region 

SDC led an exchange between the teams of our initiatives: Payments for Water-

shed Services, 2030 WRG and GGGI. Forest Trends (FT) learnt more about the work 

of the 2030 WRG multi-stakeholder platform and hydro-economic analysis. Mean-

while, the 2030 WRG will include FT´s study on green interventions in their results 

and approach and this work will be given to the Peruvian National Water Authori-

ty. It is a great opportunity for synergy between both initiatives. The green inter-

ventions proposed by FT will be included within the portfolio of interventions that 

the 2030 WRG is evaluating at watershed level in Peru. Other opportunities for joint collaboration in the 

public – private platform established by the 2030 WRG will be explored and as a first step, FT shared their 

full study with 2030 WRG. For further information contact Carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch  

 

 

Rural water & sanitation in Latin America 

‘Management and Sustainability’ was the topic of the Second Latin American Meeting of Rural Water and 

Sanitation organized by the Rural Sanitation Thematic Chamber of the Brazilian Association of Sanitary 

Engineering (November 2014). The meeting brought together Brazil’s rural water and sanitation associa-

tions and different levels and governmental authorities from Brazil, Peru, Honduras, Nicaragua. In the 

same way SDC, IDB, WB, WSP and KFW participated in the presentations and discussions about the roles 

mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN26_Kosovo%20water%20reforms.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN26_Kosovo%20water%20reforms.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN26_Kosovo%20regulatory%20tools.pdf
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/media/Water%20News/WN26_Kosovo%20regulatory%20tools.pdf
mailto:christoph.lang@eda.admin.ch
mailto:ardiana.efendija-zhuri@eda.admin.ch
mailto:ardiana.efendija-zhuri@eda.admin.ch
mailto:Carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
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of the W&S actors, levels and quality of service, human rights based approach in the context from MDGs 

to SDGs. It was a good opportunity to share the results and impact of SABA PLUS, which received very 

good comments and inputs for the scaling up process and the coincidence with the comprehensive ap-

proach and new W&S trend. 

For further information visit abes website or contact: Cesarina Quintana 

 

 

Water footprint into practice: experience from Suizagua Colombia 

In 2012, the FAMILIA Group, a Colombian paper company, joined SDC’s 

public-private partnership on water footprint application, for better un-

derstanding the impacts on water linked to consumption, pollution and 

lieu of exploitation. FAMILIA’s engineers put their minds into improving 

machine cleaning equipment, chemical dosage, pressure reduction and 

water reuse for cleanings based on colour batches, among others. Water 

consumption was reduced by 28.6% between 2012 and 2014, achieving 

savings of USD 350,000 on water and chemicals. Moreover, they have 

worked with vulnerable recyclers to improve their income and work con-

ditions. 10.5 tons per month of recycling materials are recovered, including waste paper to be re-

incorporated into the production process.  

For more information on SuizAgua Colombia, Peru and Chile, please visit www.suizagua.org or contact 

Diana Rojas 

 

 

Improving and innovating modalities of community management 

The second macro-regional Meeting of JASS (Boards of Rural Water and 

Sanitation) was held in Cusco last October together with the Odebrecht 

company. It was an opportunity to share successful experiences in new mo-

dalities of rural water and sanitation community management. Almost 600 

representatives from JASS of 14 regions from Peru participated as well as 

guest participants of association cooperatives from Bolivia (Santa Cruz) and 

the Association of Water Boards and Sanitation Aquacol (Rural operators of 

water and sanitation from Colombia). Significant progress were shared on 

issues like recovery costs and micro metering schemes, the relevance and 

the performance indicators of JASS as well as Municipal technical areas of water and sanitation. 

For further information, please contact: Cesarina Quintana 

 

 

Swiss parliamentarians visit SABA 

National, regional and local authorities (i.e. water and sanitation 

boards of the nucleus and isolated villages of Paucarpata and 

Kunturkanki in Cusco) presented the SABA model to the Swiss 

Parliamentarians. The parliamentarians had the opportunity to 

exchange and interact with the different actors about the im-

pact and benefits of the SABA approach; they were quite im-

pressed by the political will and commitment of the different 

stakeholders and that the Swiss solidarity has made the most of 

through the implementation of a comprehensive approach to more sustainable rural W&S services deliv-

ery.  

For more detail please watch the video:  Swiss visit to SABA, have a look at the pictures  and contact: Ce-

sarina Quintana 

 

 

 

http://www.abes-es.org.br/
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
http://www.suizagua.org/
mailto:diana.rojas@eda.admin.ch
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oq8baDNOowk&list=UUJJklbRZPR2gfOVmrBe2f0Q
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cosude_en_peru/sets/72157648844398378/
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
mailto:cesarina.quintana@eda.admin.ch
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CURRENT TOPICS 
 

Strengthening capacities in water integrity 

management  

The Integrity Management Toolbox, established by cewas inter-

national centre for water management services and WIN Water 

Integrity Network, contributes effectively to building integrity 

management capacity in water. The toolbox provides a system-

atic bottom-up approach to tackling governance issues in the water sec-

tor. Instead of a moralizing approach, the Integrity Management Toolbox offers a business-oriented per-

spective that turns integrity challenges into business opportunities. The toolbox can easily be adapted to 

different geographical contexts and target audiences. So far two country versions of the toolbox were 

successfully field-tested in Zambia (for SME) and Kenya (for water service providers). This version of the 

toolbox was also successfully introduced recently in Indonesia and taken up by the municipal water ser-

vice provider in Malang, East Java in an Integrity Management workshop held between October 29
th

 and 

November 1
st
. The workshop was carried out by 8 local facilitators that were trained in the use and im-

plementation of the toolbox by cewas only few days before the workshop, showing how easy it is to 

adopt and use. 

The electronic versions of the toolboxes can be downloaded here: cewas website 

For additional information, please contact: Tandiwe Erlmann 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 
 

2014 GLASS report released 

The UN-Water Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS 

2014), published biannually, presents data from 94 countries and 23 external support agen-

cies. It offers a comprehensive analysis of strengths and challenges in water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH) provision within and across countries. Main findings show strengthened po-

litical commitment, increased aid and better targeting of resources. However serious gaps 

remain, i.e. insufficient financing, funding gap in rural areas, weak national capacities to im-

plement WASH plans, critical gaps in monitoring, issue of WASH in schools and health centres 

neglected. 

 

Download full report (3.24 MB) or main findings (2.01 MB) 

 

What influences open defecation and latrine ownership in rural 

households? 

To identify common factors that positively or negatively affect sanitation behaviours 

across countries, the Water and Sanitation Program recently performed a global review of 

its formative research studies. The review’s findings are explored in a new Working Paper 

which focuses on three specific sanitation behaviours: open defecation, acquisition of 

toilets, and improvement of latrines. Among the most salient factors influencing rural 

sanitation behaviours emerging from the review:  

 access to and availability of functioning latrines, sanitation products, and services; 

 latrine product attributes (e.g., perceptions of cleanliness and durability); 

 social norms around open defecation; 

 perceived latrine affordability; 

 competing priorities for other household expenditures. 

http://www.cewas.org/projects/water-integrity-management
mailto:tandiwe.erlmann@cewas.org
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/glaas_2014_report.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GLAAS-2014-Main-Findings.pdf
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For further information, please download the Working paper, and contact the author, Kathryn O’Connell 

at world bank water 

 

 

The IBNET water supply and sanitation blue book 2014 

The International Benchmarking Network (IBNET) Water Supply and Sanitation Blue Book 

2014 concludes that while water utilities around the world are able to provide water services 

to more people than in previous years, the financial crises of 2008 and 2010 hampered utili-

ties' development and delivery of improved wastewater services, especially in poor urban 

areas. This publication which analysed data from 4,400 utilities in more than 135 countries 

and territories, also found that, despite difficulties, the sector overall showed continued 

signs of improvement, as municipal water utilities optimized operations over the past dec-

ade and as a result, were better able to withstand accelerated urbanization and the impacts 

of the triple crises of fuel, food, and finance. In addition, an increasing number of utilities now handle 

water billing, collection, and water management through metering, which is a shift in norms for utilities. 

 

 

For further information, download the pdf, read the blog Working in urban areas? IBNET can help or have 

a look at the Press release 

Visit as well IBNET website 

 

 

Water footprint calculator 

The Peruvian National Water Authority (ANA) launched the “Water 

Footprint Calculator”. To develop this tool ANA received technical assis-

tance of SDC Suizagua Andina Peru project team. Access to the WF cal-

culator  

Contact for additional information: Carla Toranzo 

 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Status update on the SDG & Water Benefit Standard, Bern December 2 2014 

The Swiss Water Partnership in collaboration with SDC is organizing an information and networking event 

on December 2 2014 in Bern from 3:30pm to 6pm around the following issues: (i) status update on water 

in the SDGs and (ii) presentation of the water benefit standard as innovative financing mechanism to drive 

investments for water and contribute to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

Please register here or send a mail to SWP & download the event flyer 

 

 

COP XX, Lima December 1-12 2015 

The Conference Of Parties on Climate Change XX will take place in Lima in December 2014. The Peruvian 

Ministry of Environment will develop the following side events based, among others, on  contributions of 

SDC’s “Payments for Watershed Services” project: i) Ecosystem Services, an opportunity for the country - 

December 9
th

 / 13:30 -15:30, Mountain and Water Pavilion, ii) Mechanisms of Ecosystems Services Retri-

bution Law – December 11
th

 / 14:00-16:00, Platinum Pavilion.  

For further information, check the overview schedule and contact Carla Toranzo 

 

 

http://vx.worldbank.org/t/3871371/30983148/79600/0/
mailto:worldbankwater@worldbank.org
http://vx.worldbank.org/t/3894574/500597/79173/0/
http://vx.worldbank.org/t/3894574/500597/81293/0/
http://vx.worldbank.org/t/3894574/500597/81294/0/
http://vx.worldbank.org/t/3894574/500597/81291/0/
http://culturadelagua.pe/Docs/0/app/
http://culturadelagua.pe/Docs/0/app/
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/?email_id=14&user_id=9&urlpassed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZXZlbnRicml0ZS5jb20vZS9zdGF0dXMtdXBkYXRlLW9uLXdhdGVyLWluLXRoZS1zZGdzLXdhdGVyLWJlbmVmaXQtc3RhbmRhcmQtdGlja2V0cy0xMzc1NTA3NDc5OQ%3D%3D&controller=stats&action=analyse&wysija-page=1&wysijap=subscriptions
mailto:info@swisswaterpartnership.ch
http://www.swisswaterpartnership.ch/?email_id=14&user_id=9&urlpassed=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zd2lzc3dhdGVycGFydG5lcnNoaXAuY2gvd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzLzIwMTQvMTAvRmx5ZXJfU0RHX1dCU19ldmVudDEucGRm&controller=stats&action=analyse&wysija-page=1&wysijap=subscriptions
http://unfccc.int/files/meetings/lima_dec_2014/application/pdf/cop20cmp10_overview_schedule.pdf
mailto:carla.toranzo@eda.admin.ch
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Technical Training in WASH infrastructure, Madagascar March 2-7 2015 

This training, provided by Bush Proof, is a broad, intense 6-day course with a heavy practical bias, provid-

ing a rare opportunity to learn through both theoretical and hands-on practical sessions. The training is 

invaluable to both those who need more technical input for their work, as well as for those in manage-

ment functions who find they have become more and more involved in water and/or sanitation pro-

grammes, but lack the basic technical and theoretical background.   

More information is available in the course overview document available here: bushproof courser or con-

tact directly bushproof 

 

 

 

ABOUT 
 

“SDC Water News” is the electronic news bulletin of SDC’s Global Program Water Initiatives sent out to 
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http://www.bushproof.com/products/trainings/water-sanitation-infrastructure/
mailto:madagascar@bushproof.com
http://www.sdc.admin.ch/en/Home/About_SDC/Organisation/Global_Cooperation/Global_Programme_Water_Initiatives
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home
http://www.sdc-water.ch/en/Home/Ressources/Newsletter/Newsletter_archive
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
mailto:manuel.thurnhofer@eda.admin.ch
mailto:francois.muenger@eda.admin.ch
mailto:christian.eggs@eda.admin.ch
mailto:johan.gely@eda.admin.ch
mailto:chris.morger@helvetas.org
mailto:roger.schmid@skat.ch
mailto:annesophie.aublet@skat.ch
mailto:annesophie.aublet@skat.ch

